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Technology doesnõt bite! 



ÅPowerPoint presentation 

ÅBrainstorming sheet

ÅHandout

ÅProceedings paper

ÅVideos  & tutorials

ÅLinks 

www.PamelaArraras.com.ar/faapi2009



Outline for today

·Reflecting on professional development needs of non-native 

English speaking teachers.

·Technology intro: informal PD in the XXI century & reality 

check video.

·The basics of web2.0: from e-mail to blogs and beyond

·Using technology to polish our English

·An action plan for using technology for professional 

development: explanation & individual work.

·Sharing our plans

·Q & A J



About meé



Now itõs your turn!

Findsomebodyyoudonõtknow(Donõtcheat!!!).

Introduceyourself,andtellhim/her:

Å1 thing about you as a person.

Å1 thing about you as a language learner.

Å1 thing about you as a teacher.

Å1 aspect of your career/language 

proficiency youõd like to work on today.  

Å1 thing you expect to learn in this 

workshop.



Some ideas behind this workshop

òIfweteachtodayasweweretaughtyesterdaywerobour

childrenof tomorrow.ó(JohnDewey)

From Peter Medgyesõ  The non-native teacher:

·òAfundamentalconditionfor successfulteachingis that

theteachershouldbeapermanentlearner.ó

·òThefinalaimof educationis to teachlearnershowto

learn,butthiscanonlybefacilitatedbyteacherswhoare

goodexamplesof learnersthemselves.ó



·òMostof us are doingour best to acquirea bit more

Englishness(é) we sufferfrom aninferioritycomplexand

wearein constantdistressaswerealizehowlittle weknow

aboutthe languageweõresupposedto teach(é) Most

NNESTsareall tooawarethattheyareteachersandlearners

of thesamesubjectó

·òMostof usnon-nativespeakingteachersareawareof our

double-facednature: whenwearein class,thelearnerõsface

is hidden; whenwe areout of class,theteacherõsfaceis

hidden.ó



Language 
skills

Teaching 
Skills

The professional 

life of a non-native 

English speaking 

teacher



So how does technology fit 

in all this?

We can use technology toé
éimprove our language proficiency.

(language)

éstay up-to-date on methodology.
(TEFL)

éimprove our teaching skills.
(teaching)

éfind tools, sources and materials to teach.   
(teach)



Is technology really that important 

for EFL teachers?



Now itõs your turn!

Informationoverload?

Takea minuteandwrite downat leastthree

ideas that crossedyour mind about the

implicationsthat all thesefactshaveon our

professioné



ÅJournals Workshops

ÅBooks Reference books

ÅEncyclopedias Magazines

ÅConferences Movies

ÅTraveling Music

ÅKeeping a journal/log

XX 
Century

ÅAll of the above plus:

ÅBlogs E-readers

ÅPodcasts Videocasts

ÅWebinars Video streaming

ÅE-zines RSS Feeds

ÅE-lists E-mails

ÅOnline courses MP3 players

ÅCell phone apps Networks

XXI 
Century

Informal Professional Development


